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“We connect science and diversity in 

one creative space” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

[This report is designed to be printed double sided on A4 paper if 

necessary. Please check the online version of which includes images 

at prbbperformancereport2013.wordpress.com or at 

prbbinformederesultats2013.wordpress.com for the Catalan version.] 

  

http://prbbperformancereport2013.wordpress.com/
http://prbbinformederesultats2013.wordpress.com/
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EDITORIAL 

Since joining the PRBB as head of administration in October 2012, I 

have been able to get to know this avant-garde scientific environment 

formed of seven research centres, from within. In spite of the difficult 

economic situation, excellent science is still undertaken here thanks 

to everyone’s efforts. 

 

I have also been able to work closely with the team that makes up the 

Consorci PRBB: a relatively small group of people (we are fewer than 

forty), who enthusiastically ensure the smooth running of this great 

facility for the 1,400 people who work here. 

 

The economic situation is difficult for everyone so this period has not 

exactly been easy and unfortunately there are no signs of 

improvement in the near future. The Consorci staff nevertheless 

continue working with dedication, thinking up fresh ideas and new 

perspectives to continuously improve our management systems. The 

contents of this evaluation report, the results of many hours work and 

investment of energy, demonstrate this very well. 

 

Because the project is so worthwhile I feel confident in inviting 

everyone to continue working as we have until now, and at the same 

time I would like to take this opportunity to extend my thanks to all for 

their efforts. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

Marga Sala 

Head of Administration 

Barcelona Biomedical Research Park Consortium (PRBB) 
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SHORT 

INTRODUCTION 
This Performance Report summarises the main 

achievements of the Barcelona Biomedical Research Park 

Consortium team in 2013. 

 

The PRBB (www.prbb.org) is one of the largest biomedical 

research hubs in Southern Europe. The 1,400 people working 

in the academic centres at the park represent a critical mass 

enabling research of excellence in a wide diversity of fields. The 

cutting-edge infrastructure in this unique 55,000 m2 building 

enables us to explore the most important questions in life 

sciences and biomedicine today. In addition, the physical 

connection of the PRBB with the Hospital de Mar next door 

allows unparalleled insight into clinical reality. 

 

The centres continuously attract top researchers and students 

from around the world. 35% of the scientists are foreign and hail 

from over 50 different countries. 

 

The PRBB Consortium manages and maintains the heritage of 

the park and its facilities. In addition it runs the animal facility as 

a scientific service and coordinates several scientific 

committees. The PRBB is not subsidised. The centres pay 

for the use of space according to surface area and type, as 

well as for various park services. In 2013, the PRBB 

Consortium managed a total budget of 15.4 million euros. 

The park is an initiative of the Government of Catalonia, 

Barcelona City Council and Pompeu Fabra University, and was 

inaugurated in May 2006. 
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SCIENTIFIC 

ACHIEVEMENTS 
 

SCIENTIFIC  PUBLICATIONS 
In 2013, researchers at the PRBB centres participated in 1,148 

original articles. The database containing all these publications is 

available at the website www.prbb.org. Through a weekly exploration of 

the bibliographic database “Medline”, the articles in indexed journals 

involving researchers from the centres at PRBB, are identified and 

added to the database. 

 

The number of publications in high-impact journals demonstrates the 

quality of the research that takes place at the park. In 2013, 

researchers at the PRBB published an article in Science, one in The 

Lancet, eight in Nature and an additional 29 in other specialised 

Nature journals. These numbers are comparable to 2012, when 4 

articles appeared in Science, 2 in The Lancet, 10 in Nature and 19 in 

other Nature journals. 

 

New scientific articles per year 

 

 

Research at the PRBB animal facility with the participation of its director, 

Juan Martin Caballero, resulted in 5 publications in 2013 (see Annex 1).  

 

 

SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCES 

A total of 357 scientific conferences took place at the PRBB in the 

year 2013 (319 in 2012). 47 of them were part of the premium series 

"PRBB-CRG Conferences ", organised by a mixed group of researchers 

from the different centres at the park and financed equally by the PRBB  
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and the CRG (see Annex 2). The Nobel Prize winner Paul Nurse 

gave a talk on May 31. 

 

40% were internal conferences with speakers from the 

IMIM/Hospital del Mar (51), UPF (24), CRG (46), CREAL (20) and 

IBE (4). 212 speakers (60%) from 31 different countries came 

from research institutions outside of the park. The main 

countries represented were Spain (53), the USA (32), the UK (23), 

France (15), Germany (14) and Switzerland (13). The international 

institutions with the greatest representation were Harvard 

University (7) in the USA, the Max Planck Institutes (4) in Germany 

and UK centres from the London area, Cambridge and Oxford 

(16).  

 
All the scientific conferences at the park are open to researchers 

from across the scientific community in the Barcelona area and the 

general public. The PRBB maintains an updated database of the 

conferences and handles dissemination through printed posters, 

mailings, websites and posts in social networks. 

 

 

TECHNOLOGICAL PLATFORMS AND SERVICES AT PRBB 

In March, a 4-page special supplement of the newspaper El·lipse 

was published giving an overview of the technological platforms 

and services available to both residents at the PRBB and external 

clients. For the first time, and thanks to the collaboration of the 

centres, a single brochure was created showing exactly what is on 

offer at all the centres in the park. 

 

 

THE PRBB  

ANIMAL FACILITY  
USE AND CAPACITY 

The PRBB animal facility generated an income of 1,370,000 

euros in 2013 providing its services to 387 internal and 32 

external clients. These facilities have the capacity to house 75,000 

mice under SPF conditions (60% occupation), 11,000 mice under 

conventional conditions at UBIOMEX (100% occupation), and 50,000 

zebra fish.  
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HIGHLIGHTS 

The animal facility revalidated its full AAALAC accreditation in 

October 2013, after a hard and extensive audit that assessed the 

implementation of new work processes in accordance with the 

requirements of the AAALAC (International Association for Assessment 

and Accreditation of Laboratory Animal Care). This accreditation was 

first obtained in June 2010. 

 

The animal facility team participated in the European conference of 

the Federation of Laboratory Animal Science Associations 

(FELASA) in Barcelona in June 2013, giving talks and presentations, 

and was also involved in the organisation. With more than 2,000 

participants, the conference was the most successful of its kind so far. 

 

The animal facility was, as usual, active in providing training through 

several courses to students and other professionals.  

 

In collaboration with researchers from the IMIM and CNIO, the director 

of the animal facility participates in a project that received a grant 

from the Catalan “Marató de TV3” initiative. 

 

COMMITTEES AT 

YOUR SERVICE  
BIOSAFETY 

Achievements of the Biosafety Committee at the PRBB include a 

blueprint of all containment level installations (P1, P2 and P3) 

throughout the park providing detailed information on their locations 

and approved procedures. This blueprint will be updated periodically 

to include all the improvements that are implemented. Also, a 

mechanism has been established for detecting procedures carried out 

in the animal house that have implications for biosafety. 

 

 

INSTITUTIONAL ANIMAL CARE AND USE COMMITTEE (IACUC) 

The IACUC (Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee) of the 

PRBB, a committee comprising representatives from the centres 

and external experts, held 10 meetings during 2013 and evaluated 

81 experimental procedures involving animals from the IMIM (11), 

UPF (36), CRG (13), CMRB (12) and external centres (9). A total of 68 



 
 
 

Page 9/42 
 

 

new project certificates were issued, as well as 22 additions to 

approved procedures. The IACUC carried out monitoring visits to 

the PRBB animal facility and on the recommendation of the 

AAALAC, the committee has installed a mailbox to collect 

anonymous complaints and suggestions. The committee has also 

modified the evaluation forms and guidelines according to the 

new regulations on Animal Experimentation (RD 53/2013) in 

Spanish law.  

 

 

USER COMMITTEE OF THE ANIMAL FACILITY 

This independent committee of users met twice during 2013 in 

order to address various issues that affect the operation of the 

animal facility, solve problems and channel the proposals of 

researchers in the field of animal experimentation. 

 
 

WORKING 

TOGETHER 
 

THE DEMOGRAPHY OF THE RESIDENTS 

Each October the PRBB carries out a demographic data survey of 

the staff of the institutions located at the park. 1,379 residents 

were registered in 2013 (1,433 in 2012), retaining the 

international flavour, with 25% hailing from abroad, the figure 

rising to 35% for the research staff. The non-natives come from 

53 different countries with the Italians taking first place (83), 

followed by the Germans (37) and then the French (28). This year 

the Indian residents have raced up the leaderboard, rising to 20 

people, taking fourth place in the country rankings. 
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Institution Number of 

employees 

IMIM (Hospital del Mar Medical Research Institute) 409 

Department of Experimental and Health Sciences  

(CEXS-UPF) 

254 

Centre for Genomic Regulation (CRG) 411 

Centre of Regenerative Medicine in Barcelona 

(CMRB) 

42 

Centre for Research on Environmental 

Epidemiology (CREAL) 

88 

Institute of Evolutionary Biology (IBE: CSIC-UPF) 120 

Pasqual Maragall Foundation (FPM) 17 

PRBB Consortium 38 

 

 

In age, the residents of the park are very young. 50% of the staff are 

less than 35 years old and only 19% are more than 46. The residents 

work in the following categories: 18% are principal investigators (252), 

17% postdocs (242), 19% PhD students (256), 27% research 

technicians (373) and 19% administration and support staff including 

scientific services (256). 

 

The complete data of the demographic survey is attached as  

Annex 3. 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

In 2013 the PRBB Intervals programme completed its fifth year. 

Five years have brought us a long way and in 2013, there were 29 

courses and over 390 attendances. These numbers are higher 

than in any previous year (29% increase on 2012). 

 

PRBB Intervals ran the “Leading for success in science” course for 

senior scientists once and offered several new courses including “The 

Conflict Mentor”, “Writing – a summer school for publishing scientists” 

and a specialised leadership course focusing on the scientific 

publication process: “Effective management of writing and publication”. 

Other courses were updated and improved including “International 

collaborations: communicating for success”, “Mindfulness for improved 

self-mastery and time management”, “Say it so it stays – oral 

presentation skills for scientists” and “Illustrate your science talk.” 
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Theme Number of 

courses 

Leadership and management skills 6 

Business and career development 6 

Writing skills 8 

Oral presentation skills 5 

Public understanding of science 3 

Biomedicine, society and good scientific practice 1 

 

 

Being an anniversary year, the programme celebrated its 

birthday in style. On the morning of July 4th, leadership trainers 

Saso Kocevar and Thomas Frick led a special career 

development session for early career scientists: “Unlocking 

your professional potential”. In the afternoon, the anniversary 

competition “The best science presenter in the PRBB” took 

place. Prizes were awarded to three of the twelve short-listed 

competitors who gave a rich variety of stimulating talks targeted 

at a multi-disciplinary scientific audience. The winning 

presentation was by Roni Wright from the CRG and was entitled: 

"Nuclear energy crisis averted: ATP generation where and when 

you need it". This first prize was a cheque worth 500€. The 

second prize went to Albert Antolín from the IMIM (200€) and the 

third to Neus Bota (100€) from the IBE (CSIC-UPF).  

 
 
PRBB BEACH VOLLEYBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

On July 25, more than 500 people attended the PRBB Summer 

Party that kicked off at 6pm with the final matches of the 

beach volleyball championship. The “Org” presented trophies 

to the best teams amongst the 55 that participated in the 

championship. In the 6-a-side category, the winners were “The 

Flying Penguins” (Cracks), “Pa amb Tomaquet i Friarielli” (Casi-

Cracks), “Pepinos Por Desayuno” (Casi-que-no) and “La OCA al 

cuadrado” in the Disasters-League. Winners of the 4-a-side team 

leagues were “Almost 4T” (Cracks), “La toca prou bé” (Casi-

Cracks) and “Suplentes” (Casi-que-no).  
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Special prizes went to the Fair Play team (“The Bouncing Mice”), the 

best fighters (“Half a Beast”) and the team with the most original name 

(“Cinquanta Sondes d’Array”). The “Org” also distributed balls, tshirts 

and volleyball nets to the winners of the raffle. 

 

 

BUILDING A COMMUNITY 

The strength of the park is its outstanding scientific community. In 

order to enhance the interaction between the residents and to 

provide meeting spaces, the PRBB organises several activities. 

Yoga sessions and choir rehearsals take place weekly, and a 

“Sant Jordi” celebration was held on April 22 with a book 

exchange. In 2013, there were 6 welcome sessions for new 

residents, including a tour of the “hidden” places in the PRBB building. 

 

The park also supports solidarity action. During 2013 three blood 

donation campaigns took place at the park in collaboration with the 

“Blood and Tissue Bank of Catalonia”, with 173 people giving blood. 

On two occasions the park took part in Food Bank campaigns, 

collecting 13 boxes of food in June and 14 in December for the 

“Solidarity Association for the Elderly”. A Christmas toy collection 

for needy families in the neighbourhood was held, with six large boxes 

being filled. Finally, a group of residents from the IMIM collected 

blankets and sleeping bags for the “Solidarity House Association”, 

which helps the homeless. 

 

 

COMMUNICATION 

&  IMPACT 
 

THE “EL·LIPSE” NEWSPAPER 

In December 2013, the monthly newspaper of the park published 

its 70th edition. El·lipse has 8 pages and is written in Catalan and 

English. The newspaper is aimed at the PRBB residents and the 

general public. In addition to scientific news there are also more 

general news items, interviews and reports. The editorial board 

consists of the heads of communication from each of the centres. 

  

http://www.bancsang.net/en/index.html
http://www.solidaritatgentgran.org/
http://www.solidaritatgentgran.org/
http://www.labarcelonetarebel.org/
http://www.casasolidaria.com/
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2,500 copies of each of the 10 editions printed per year are 

distributed among the residents (1,500), the decision makers 

and public and private employees in the sector (500) as well 

as the general public through hospitals, schools, libraries 

and park visits (500). Since September 2013, anyone can 

subscribe to El·lipse through the PRBB website to receive a 

monthly email containing a PDF and a link to the multimedia 

presentation of the newspaper. 

 

 

THE NEW HOMEPAGE OF PRBB 

On April 17, the PRBB launched a new website. The site at 

www.prbb.org offers a modern design, updated information 

about the park and possibilities for sharing news in social 

media sites or adding events to your calendar. One of the 

main changes is the research institutes of the park being the 

centre of attention with the objective of generating traffic to their 

respective websites. The new site has an average of 3,500 visits 

per week or 15,000 visits per month. Using the latest versions of 

browsers is recommended to enjoy the full experience. The web 

was programmed as an application by the PRBB IT 

department and the design came from an external professional. 

 

In 2013, the PRBB published 303 news articles (6 per week, 

excluding El·lipse) that were distributed through the website, the 

residents’ portal “PRBB Inside” and social networks. 

 
 
SOCIAL NETWORKS 

Social networks are playing a key role in the dissemination of the 

activities and scientific news at PRBB. Facebook and Twitter are the 

main channels. In December 2013, the PRBB Twitter profile 

(@The_PRBB) had 2,727 followers, corresponding to an 

increase of 90% from the 1,433 followers at the end of 2012. An 

average of 40 tweets per week resulted in 58 weekly interactions. 
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The number of Facebook fans increased by 48%. By December 

2013 the PRBB profile had 1,331 fans, in comparison to 897 fans at 

the end of 2012, who left an average of 23 comments per week. 

“Redcedar”, the PRBB’s scientific blog generated 7,500 views in 

2013 from visitors in 109 countries, mainly Spain, the USA and the 

Netherlands. Throughout the year 24 new posts were published and 

each post reached about 3,500 followers. 

 

 

PRBB IN THE MEDIA 

In 2013 the PRBB had more than 20 positive impacts in the media 

that resulted from 15 specific activities. Detailed information can be 

found in Annex 4. 

 

Highlights were a 6-page report about the life at the PRBB in the 

Catalan newspaper “Ara”, a 30-minute documentary about the PRBB 

resisting the Spanish crisis in the programme “30 minuts” on the 

Catalan channel TV3, coverage by print, radio and TV media of the 

2013 Open Day at the park and the weekly publications of video news 

from PRBB and its centres in the programme “El problema de Gettier” 

from the Catalan TV agency La Xarxa. There was also the publication 

of an extensive report on the architecture of the Pompeu Fabra 

University (UPF) campuses, including the PRBB, by the Swiss 

magazine “Werk, bauen+wohnen”. 

 

 

NEW PRODUCTS FOR VISITORS 

In September the PRBB published two new products: a corporate 

brochure of the park and the 4-page El·lipse Special “Science 

Uncovered – Research at the PRBB for everyone” in Catalan.  
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REACHING OUT 
THE PRBB OPEN DAY 2013 

Once again, the Open Day on October 5 was a great success 

thanks to the participation of 226 volunteers including 

researchers as well as technical and support staff from the PRBB 

and the centres at the park. This year a 7-minute welcome video 

was produced to present the park to the visitors and involving all 

the communication managers at the centres. 

 

About 3,500 visitors enjoyed the guided tours, scientific 

talks, experiments and scientific café, as well as other 

activities organised by the centres. The interest and gratitude 

of the public were reflected by the comments that were collected. 

A summary of the day can be seen at: “Storify – PRBB Open Day 

2013”. 

 

Each year, scientists and PRBB staff voluntarily dedicate a whole 

day, to explaining what they do, how they do it and where they do 

it. They play with science, talk about the projects they are 

working on, and show off their laboratories and the equipment 

they use. This major outreach event is a great day for the general 

public to have fun with science and get to know one of the city’s 

large infrastructures and those who work in it.  

 

 

AWARDS FOR FUTURE SCIENTISTS 

On May 4, the ceremony for the PRBB Award was held in the 

auditorium of the park. The eighth edition went well, with 132 

research projects submitted, 11 more than last year. The 

PRBB Award is an initiative of the UPF and the PRBB to honour 

the best high school research project in the field of biomedicine. 

 

The first prize winner was Marina Arjona, from the INS Alba del 

Vallès (Sant Fost Campsentelles), who presented her work 

“Does tobacco affect male fertility?” The second prize went to 

Núria Grabalosa, from the Escola Pia Nostra Senyora 

(Barcelona) for her work on "Ellagic acid, a natural cancer 

preventor" and the third prize was for Jordi Figols, from the INS 

Lliçà (Lliçà de Munt) for his project "Diagnosis of cranial 

deformities in babies using an electronic tool". The ceremony   
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was chaired by Jordi Camí, director of the PRBB, Joaquim Gea, dean 

of the CEXS-UPF, and two researchers representing the jury, Esther 

Barreiro (IMIM) and Maria José Barrero (CMRB).  

 
SCIENTIFIC VIDEO ANIMATIONS FROM STUDENTS 

On March 12, the winners of the first “Slowmation Competition”, 

organised by the UPF and PRBB, were honoured. Slowmations are 

short video animations using stop-motion with 2 frames per second. 

The videos had to show how cannabis affects the brain, from the 

concepts acquired in a lecture on November 6, 2012, entitled: “Let's 

talk about drugs: uses and effects of cannabis”. This event was 

organised by the Laboratory of Neuropharmacology at the UPF in 

collaboration with the PRBB. 

 

The winning video and the videos of the other finalists came from A-

level high school students from IES Can Peixeuet Santa Coloma de 

Gramenet, Barcelona. The prize, given by the company BioRad, was 

an electrophoresis kit with all the materials to make agarose gels and a 

kit to produce fluorescent bacteria. 

 

 

VISITS AND EXTERNAL RELATIONS 

During 2013, the PRBB received 30 international and national 

delegations with a total of 341 participants. They included several 

MBA classes from US Business Schools and groups from the city 

council of Medellin in Colombia, the Hong Kong science park, the 

ministry of health of the Dominican Republic, a biotech delegation from 

India, a delegation of Russian medical doctors and VIP visitors to the 

Pharma Process trade fair in Barcelona. Local delegations came from 

the University and Research department of the Catalan government, 

members of Barcelona Global visited and there was an executive 

delegation from Fusion for Energy (ITER). 

 

The PRBB has increased its capacity to receive a greater number of 

visits from high school students to the park. Activities included the 

seminars “Let’s talk about drugs”, the EscoLab visits and the 

PlayDecide workshops organised by the UPF and the PRBB. EscoLab 

is an initiative of the Barcelona Science Programme of the Culture 

Institute and Barcelona City Council’s Education Institute, and benefits 

from the participation of the research centres which offer different  
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activities. The PlayDecide initiative is part of a project in the 

European Union’s 7th Framework Programme. It is a role-playing 

game of organised debates on controversial issues in science and 

technology, like the use of animals in research.  

 

Activity for high school students Number of 

events 

Participants 

Play Decide 14 392 

EscoLab 8 147 

Conferences for schools 3 396 

Group visits  4 108 

  1,043 

 

Since 2010, the PRBB has participated in “48h Open House 

BCN”. On October 19 and 20, approximately 400 visitors were 

able to enjoy hour-long guided tours of the building, exploring 

common areas such as the inner courtyard, terraces and 

hallways of the upper floors. This festival of architecture opens 

the doors of over 150 buildings of all kinds, shapes and sizes in 

Barcelona and provides the opportunity of experiencing 

architecture for free over an entire weekend. The PRBB also 

participated in the “Open Extra 1714” tours, having the first visit 

on December 1. 

 

THE RESEARCH SPACE  
NEW TENANTS IN THE BUILDING 

In July, the company Medsir (www.medsir.org) started renting 

an external office on the ground floor of the park. This 

academic research organisation is dedicated to international 

clinical research in oncology, haematology and neurology, 

generating new knowledge on new treatments and therapies. 

 

In September, Acellera moved into an office on the ground 

floor with access from the inner square. Acellera 

(www.acellera.com) is a UK-based company focused on 

developing software and hardware solutions for optimising high-

throughput molecular dynamics simulations using the power of 

graphic processing units (GPUs).  
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM GENERAL SERVICES 

In 2013, the PRBB building obtained the “E” level energy rating 

according to RD 235/2013 Directive 2010/31/EU. This is a normal rating 

for a building like the PRBB, which has very high energy consumption. 

 

Special sound equipment was installed in the rooms of the SPF 

area in the PRBB animal facility. In emergencies and for evacuation 

this equipment emits a signal with a sound pressure of 90dB at 490Hz, a 

frequency that mice cannot hear, but which is picked up by the human 

ear. This makes it perfectly compatible with protecting the animals whilst 

alerting workers of the emergency. 
 

A watertight door was installed in the cleaning area of the 

conventional animal facility UBIOMEX to improve emergency 

evacuation in both directions. Also, a new generator for the emergency 

electricity supply was installed for the production of cold air in this 

facility. The UPS units (uninterrupted power supply) at the SPF 

animal facility were replaced and motion detectors were put in to save 

energy. At the data centre of the PRBB the electric power supply 

was increased and meters were installed to serve the new CRG 

computer equipment. 
 
 

DATA FOR CONSUMPTION AND MAINTENANCE 
 

Concept Units in 2013 Units in 2012 % 

Electricity 13,587,299 KWh 14,112,454 KWh -3.7 

Natural gas 6,829,720 KWh 6,510,245 KWh +4.9 

Water 34,813 m
3
 38,389 m

3
 -9.3 

Liquid nitrogen  215,391 litres 213,120 litres +1.0 

Carbon dioxide 23,218 Kg 22,972 Kg +1.0 

Residues/waste 245,230 Kg 280,145 Kg -12.4 

Cleaning hours 1,075 per week 1,250 per week -14.0 

 
 

EMERGENCY TEAMS AND MEASURES 

On November 12, an emergency evacuation drill for the PRBB 

residents took place. The evacuation was carried out in a very ordered 

and agile way. Residents quickly reached the meeting points and the 

head count was done correctly within 20 minutes. The total evacuation 

time and count has decreased from the previous year.  
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Slight coordination problems and a lack of training of some of the 

residents were detected by the Self-Protection Committee at 

PRBB who will propose the appropriate corrective measures for 

2014.  

 
 
AUDITORIUM AND CONFERENCE ROOMS 

During 2013, 117 events took place in the PRBB Auditorium 

involving 11,000 participants. The research centres at the park 

were the main users of this 250-seat conference venue. The 

CRG organised 32% of the events, the IMIM and Hospital del 

Mar 24%, the UPF 16% with 13% of the events corresponding to 

the other centres. 15% were external events (18). The two main 

public events were the inaugural presentation in Spain of the EU 

programme Horizon 2020 and the awards ceremony of the 

Catalan charity initiative “Marató de TV3”. 

 

In October the technical management of the auditorium was 

outsourced and several improvements were implemented. 

The main projector has been replaced by two new, latest–

generation units. Their location was also changed for easier 

access and maintenance. This measure has meant a significant 

improvement in the resolution and quality of the projection, and 

the existence of two identical projectors ensures seamless 

projection continuity if one device should fail. It also enables 

double projection. In addition, the sound system of the auditorium 

was adjusted, leading to better audio quality.  

 

In order to continuously improve both the service and the 

technical specifications in the conference hall and rooms, a 

committee with representatives from the centres was set up. 

It meets regularly to review and propose improvements. 

 

The conference rooms Marie Curie, Charles Darwin and 

Ramon y Cajal with a capacity of 75-100 seats were occupied 

for a total of 3,176.5 hours in 2013 (3.080 in 2012). The CRG 

used the rooms for 24% of the time, the UPF and the PRBB 22% 

each and the IMIM reserved 15%. The other centres (CREAL, 

CMRB, IBE and FPM) represented 14% of the bookings and the 

external events had a 4% share. 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM IT SERVICES 

In 2013, the IT department of the PRBB programmed the park’s 

new web system plus a management system of the work schedule 

for the employees of the Consortium. The software controlling the 

access of residents and visitors to the building was updated, 

including changes in protocols, particularly for access to the animal 

facility in terms of increased security and traceability. For security 

reasons the department has also improved the recording system of the 

surveillance cameras throughout the building. 

 

The energy efficiency of the data centre (CPD) was improved through 

additional insulation of the cold and hot areas. Also, the general power 

supply was increased for the CPD. 

 
 

LEGAL MATTERS 
THE CRC CIM TRIAL 

In 2013 the Provincial Court of Barcelona ruled in favour of the 

PRBB in the case of CRC CIM’s (PET centre) appeal against 

eviction. Now the park has applied for the execution of the judgment in 

order to obtain the expulsion of CRC CIM. In June 2011 a demand for 

the judgment of eviction against the precarious company CRC CIM 

S.L. was filed. That ruling was obtained in May 2012. CRC CIM was 

sentenced to leave the spaces at PRBB under the terms of the 

demand.  

 

 

CONTRACTING 

During the year 2013 the PRBB processed fifteen new contracting 

procedures in accordance with the provisions of the revised text of the 

Spanish Law on public sector contracts. Nine of these are for services 

and six for supplies. Seven of the procurement procedures have taken 

place through open tender whilst the remainder were processed using 

negotiated procedures. 

 

In addition, certain contracts have been extended to provide services 

and supplies, including the contracts for surveillance and security, 

cleaning, building maintenance, elevator maintenance and 

maintenance of the installation management system, diagnosis and 

care service for the animal facility, as well as the electricity supply.  
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DISSOLUTION OF THE PRBB FOUNDATION 

In compliance with the plan of rationalisation and simplification of 

the structure of the public sector, the legal services department 

completed the paperwork for the dissolution and liquidation of 

the Foundation of the Barcelona Biomedical Research Park 

and the transfer of its assets and liabilities to the 

Consortium. 

 

 

INTERNAL 

AFFAIRS 
LABOUR CLIMATE SURVEY  

A survey to assess the work climate and satisfaction levels of 

the staff of the PRBB Consortium was carried out in 

November with a 69.4% participation rate. The evaluation 

included several questions on the PRBB and relationships with 

colleagues and superiors. Other issues included working hours, 

training opportunities, workspaces and the availability of resources 

and information. The responses were anonymous and the survey 

ended with an open section where the staff could add complaints 

or suggestions that had not been covered by the survey. 

 

The extracted information should provide objective indicators of 

staff perceptions and identify strengths and areas for 

improvement so that strategies for improving the organisation 

and increasing staff motivation can be planned. 

 

 

CONSORCI NEWS 

In May, the communications and public relations 

departments launched “Consorci News” aimed at the staff of 

the Consortium. It is in video format, comes out every 5-6 

weeks and comprises 6-8 minutes of film on the latest news at 

the park and from within the organisation. All staff members 

receive a link for each edition that gives them access to the video 

streaming of the latest Consorci News. 
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COMMITTED TO SUSTAINABILITY 

In February, an interdepartmental committee for a sustainable 

PRBB was created in order to design and promote sustainable 

initiatives in the day to day working of the Consortium. The main 

objectives are to reduce the consumption of energy, paper and office 

supplies. The committee also established sustainability criteria for the 

acquisition of goods and services, as well as criteria to reduce waste 

and ensure proper segregation for recycling. The committee is formed 

by members of the following departments: IT, General Services, 

Finances, Animal Facility, Communication and Public Relations. 

 

The committee meets regularly to discuss the procedures taking place 

in the consortium and to study what changes can be made to help 

achieve the objectives. It has published a first document with 

recommendations, which will be continuously updated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact: 

 

PRBB 

Doctor Aiguader, 88 

08003 Barcelona 

Tel.: +34 93 316 0000 

Fax: +34 93 316 0019 

comunicacio@prbb.org 

www.prbb.org 

  

http://www.prbb.org/
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Annex 1: PUBLICATIONS OF THE PRBB ANIMAL FACILITY 

 

 

ZRF1 controls the retinoic acid pathway and regulates leukemogenic potential in 

acute myeloid leukemia. 

Demajo S, Uribesalgo I, Gutiérrez A, Ballaré C, Capdevila S, Roth M, Zuber J, 

Martín-Caballero J, Di Croce L. 

Oncogene. 2013 Dec 2. doi: 10.1038/onc.2013.501. [Epub ahead of print] 

 

Cooperative role between p21cip1/waf1 and p27kip1 in premature senescence in 

glandular proliferative lesions in mice. 

García-Fernández RA, García-Palencia P, Suarez C, Sánchez MA, Gil-Gómez G, 

Sánchez B, Rollán E, Martín-Caballero J, Flores JM. 

Histol Histopathol. 2013 Sep 20. [Epub ahead of print] 

 

Lkb1 loss promotes tumor progression of BRAF(V600E)-induced lung adenomas. 

González-Sánchez E, Martín-Caballero J, Flores JM, Hernández-Losa J; Ma 

Ángeles Montero, Cortés J, Mares R, Barbacid M, Recio JA. 

PLoS One. 2013 Jun 25;8(6):e66933. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0066933. Print 

2013. 

 

Parp-2 is required to maintain hematopoiesis following sublethal γ-irradiation in 

mice. 

Farrés J, Martín-Caballero J, Martínez C, Lozano JJ, Llacuna L, Ampurdanés C, 

Ruiz-Herguido C, Dantzer F, Schreiber V, Villunger A, Bigas A, Yélamos J. 

Blood. 2013 Jul 4;122(1):44-54. doi: 10.1182/blood-2012-12-472845. Epub 2013 

May 15. 

 

Snail1 controls TGF-beta responsiveness and differentiation of mesenchymal 

stem cells. 

Batlle R, Alba-Castellón L, Loubat-Casanovas J, Armenteros E, Francí C, 

Stanisavljevic J, Banderas R, Martin-Caballero J, Bonilla F, Baulida J, Casal JI, 

Gridley T, García de Herreros A. 

Oncogene 2013 Jul 11;32(28):3381-9 22869142 

 

 

  

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24292673
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24292673
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24292673
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24052415
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24052415
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24052415
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23825589
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23825589
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23678004
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23678004
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23678004
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Annex 2: PRBB CRG Conferences in 2013 
 

 

11/01/13 

Was Darwin wrong? 

Unité de Recherches sur les Maladies 

Infectieuses et Tropicales Emergentes, Faculté 

de Médecine, Université de la Méditerranée. 

Marseille, France 

Didier Raoult 

Sala 473.10  

 

14/01/13  ¶   

The role of brain cholesterol on survival 

and plasticity during aging 

Centro de Biología Molecular Severo Ochoa, 

Madrid ES and VIB Center for the Biology of 

Disease, KU Leuven. Leuven, Belgium 

Carlos Dotti 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

21/01/13  ¶   

Genetically variable CYP2A6 as a predictor 

of multiple smoking behaviours and health 

consequences 

Centre for Addiction and Mental Health, 

University of Toronto. Toronto, Canada 

Rachel Tyndale 

Sala Ramón y Cajal  

 

01/02/13  ¶   

The evolution of mammalian tissue 

transcriptomes 

The Center for Integrative Genomics, 

University of Lausanne, and Swiss Institute of 

Bioinformatics. Lausanne, Switzerland 

Henrik Kaessmann 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

18/02/13  ¶   

The biophysics of Notch signaling 

The George S.Wise Faculty of Life Sciences, 

Tel Aviv University, Israel 

David Sprinzak 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

01/03/13  ¶   

Fidelity and efficiency, two paradigm shifts 

in gene translation 

Gene Translation Laboratory, Institute for 

Research in Biomedicine. Barcelona, Spain 

Lluís Ribas de Pouplana 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

08/03/13  ¶   

Regulation and function of adult 

neurogenesis in the hippocampal formation 

Laboratory of Genetics LOG-G, The Salk 

Institute for Biological Studies. La Jolla, USA 

Fred H. Gage 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

15/03/13  ¶   

Cytoskeleton architecture and mechanistic 

principles in tissue closure 

Institute of Molecular Life Sciences, University 

of Zurich. Zurich, Switzerland 

Damian Brunner 

Sala 473.10  

 

18/03/13  ¶   

Synaptopathies of the endocannabinoid 

signalosome 

Pathophysiology of Synaptic Plasticity, Institut 

de Neurobiologie de la Méditerranée. 

Marseille, France 

Olivier Manzoni 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

25/03/13  ¶   

Transcriptional control of embryonic 

myogenesis 

Gene Regulation and Morphogenesis, Centro 

Andaluz de Biología del Desarrollo, 

Universidad Pablo de Olavide. Sevilla, Spain 

Jaime Carvajal 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

12/04/13  ¶   

The contribution of different regulation 

mechanisms in controlling metabolism 

Institute of Molecular Systems Biology, ETH 

Zurich. Zurich, Switzerland 

Uwe Sauer 

Sala Marie Curie 

http://portal.prbb.org/events/was-darwin-wrong/339
http://portal.prbb.org/events/the-role-of-brain-cholesterol-on-survival-and-plasticity-during-aging/184
http://portal.prbb.org/events/genetically-variable-cyp2a6-as-a-predictor-of-multiple-smoking-behaviours-and-health-consequences/311
http://portal.prbb.org/events/the-evolution-of-mammalian-tissue-transcriptomes/185
http://portal.prbb.org/events/the-biophysics-of-notch-signaling/340
http://portal.prbb.org/events/fidelity-and-efficiency-two-paradigm-shifts-in-gene-translation/353
http://portal.prbb.org/events/regulation-and-function-of-adult-neurogenesis-in-the-hippocampal-formation/132
http://portal.prbb.org/events/cytoskeleton-architecture-and-mechanistic-principles-in-tissue-closure/354
http://portal.prbb.org/events/synaptopathies-of-the-endocannabinoid-signalosome/409
http://portal.prbb.org/events/transcriptional-control-of-embryonic-myogenesis/312
http://portal.prbb.org/events/the-contribution-of-different-regulation-mechanisms-in-controlling-metabolism/257
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19/04/13  ¶   

Yeast genetics in mammalian cells 

Institute of Molecular Biotechnology of the 

Austrian Academy of Sciences. Vienna, Austria 

Josef Penninger 

Auditori PRBB  

 

22/04/13  ¶   

Autophagy: Friend or foe in COPD? 

Department of Medicine, Harvard Medical  

¶School, Brigham and Women's Hospital,  

¶Boston (MA) USA 

Augustine Choi 

Sala Charles Darwin  

 

26/04/13  ¶   

A whole can of worms: the effect of 

genome evolution on loss-of-function 

phenotypes in different nematodes 

Banting and Best Department of Medical 

Research, Donnelly Centre, and Department of 

Molecular Genetics, University of Toronto. 

Toronto, Canada 

Andy Fraser 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

29/04/13  ¶   

Alternative p38MAP kinases in 

inflammation and cancer 

Department of Immunology and Oncology, 

Centro Nacional de Biotecnología, CSIC. 

Madrid, Spain 

Ana Cuenda 

Sala Charles Darwin  

 

06/05/13  ¶   

"Molecular determinants of skeletal muscle 

mass". What we think we know, what we 

know, what we need to know 

Cellular Growth Control Lab, Dept. of 

Physiology & Pharmacology, Karolinska 

Institute. Stockholm, Sweden 

Gustavo Nader 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

10/05/13  ¶   

Prognostic microRNA/mRNA signature 

from the integrated analysis of patients 

with invasive breast cancer 

Dipartimento di Morfologia, Chirurgia e 

Medicina Sperimentale, Università degli Studi. 

Ferrara, Italy 

Stefano Volinia 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

17/05/13  ¶   

Chromatin structure and gene regulation 

during differentiation 

Hubrecht Institute-KNAW & University Medical 

Center Utrecht. Utrecht, The Netherlands 

Wouter de Laat 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

27/05/13  ¶   

Genetic evidence for interbreeding between 

archaic and modern humans 

Department of Genetics, Harvard Medical 

School. Boston, USA 

David Reich 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

31/05/13  ¶   

Controlling the cell cycle 

The Francis Crick Institute. London, UK 

Paul Nurse 

Auditori  

 

03/06/13  ¶   

Endoglin, a key molecule in cardiovascular 

homeostasis 

Departamento de Fisiología y Farmacología, 

Universidad de Salamanca. Salamanca, Spain 

José Miguel López Novoa 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

07/06/13  ¶   

Complex physiological functions of tumor 

necrosis factor, as dissected in engineered 

mice 

Engelhardt Institute of Molecular Biology. 

Lomonosov Moscow State University. Moscow, 

Russia. German Rheumatism Research 

Center. Berlin, Germany 

Sergei Nedospasov 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

http://portal.prbb.org/events/yeast-genetics-in-mammalian-cells/258
http://portal.prbb.org/events/autophagy-friend-or-foe-in-copd/341
http://portal.prbb.org/events/a-whole-can-of-worms-the-effect-of-genome-evolution-on-loss-of-function-phenotypes-in-different-nematodes/396
http://portal.prbb.org/events/alternative-p38map-kinases-in-inflammation-and-cancer/363
http://portal.prbb.org/events/molecular-determinants-of-skeletal-muscle-mass-what-we-think-we-know-what-we-know-what-we-need-to-know/464
http://portal.prbb.org/events/prognostic-microrna-mrna-signature-from-the-integrated-analysis-of-patients-with-invasive-breast-cancer/275
http://portal.prbb.org/events/chromatin-structure-and-gene-regulation-during-differentiation/276
http://portal.prbb.org/events/genetic-evidence-for-interbreeding-between-archaic-and-modern-humans/403
http://portal.prbb.org/events/controlling-the-cell-cycle/49
http://portal.prbb.org/events/endoglin-a-key-molecule-in-cardiovascular-homeostasis/259
http://portal.prbb.org/events/complex-physiological-functions-of-tumor-necrosis-factor-as-dissected-in-engineered-mice/390
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10/06/13  ¶   

Tips at the edge: regulation of microtubule 

dynamics at the cell cortex 

Cell Biology, Faculty of Science, Utrecht 

University. Utrecht, The Netherlands 

Anna Akhmanova 

Sala Charles Darwin  

 

14/06/13  ¶   

Increased chromosome mobility facilitates 

homology search during double-strand 

break repair 

Department of Genetics & Development, 

Columbia University Medical Center. New 

York, USA 

Rodney Rothstein 

Sala Ramón y Cajal  

 

21/06/13  ¶   

Decoding structural variation in genomes 

Hubrecht Institute and Deparment of Medical 

Genetics, University Medical Center Utrecht. 

Utrecht, The Netherlands 

Edwin Cuppen 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

28/06/13  ¶   

Adult neural stem cell specification: A new 

twist 

Brain Tumor Research Center, University of 

California. San Francisco, USA 

Arturo Álvarez-Buylla 

Auditori PRBB  

 

01/07/13  ¶   

Hormonal regulation of eating behaviour: 

beyond the homeostatic control of food 

intake 

Dip. di Medicina e Chirurgia, Università degli 

Studi di Salerno. Fisciano, Italy 

Palmiero Monteleone 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

05/07/13  ¶   

Theta network oscillations: focus on 

GABAergic cells of amygdala and 

hippocampus 

Anatomical Neuropharmacology Unit, Medical 

Research Council. Oxford, UK 

Marco Capogna 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

08/07/13  ¶   

Signalling oscillations in single cells 

The University of Manchester  

Mike White 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

12/07/13  ¶   

Networks of proteins and diseases 

Disease Systems Biology, NNF Center for 

Protein Research, Faculty of Health Sciences, 

University of Copenhagen 

Lars Juhl Jensen 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

26/07/13  ¶   

The organization of heterochromatin in 

worm development 

Friedrich Miescher Institute for Biomedical 

Research. Basel, Switzerland 

Susan Gasser 

Auditori PRBB  

 

13/09/13  ¶   

Translational control of cancer and autism 

Department of Biochemistry, McGill University. 

Montreal, Canada 

Nahum Sonenberg 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

16/09/13  ¶   

An abundance of rare variants as a major 

feature of human genetic diversity 

Department of Ecology and Evolutionary 

Biology, Interdepartmental Program in 

Bioinformatics, University of California. Los 

Angeles, USA 

John Novembre 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

20/09/13  ¶   

New roles for ER structure and dynamics at 

organelle contact sites 

Department of Molecular, Cellular, and 

Developmental Biology, University of Colorado. 

Boulder, USA 

Gia Voeltz 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

http://portal.prbb.org/events/tips-at-the-edge-regulation-of-microtubule-dynamics-at-the-cell-cortex/494
http://portal.prbb.org/events/increased-chromosome-mobility-facilitates-homology-search-during-double-strand-break-repair/410
http://portal.prbb.org/events/decoding-structural-variation-in-genomes/285
http://portal.prbb.org/events/adult-neural-stem-cell-specification-a-new-twist/501
http://portal.prbb.org/events/hormonal-regulation-of-eating-behaviour-beyond-the-homeostatic-control-of-food-intake/577
http://portal.prbb.org/events/theta-network-oscillations-focus-on-gabaergic-cells-of-amygdala-and-hippocampus/355
http://portal.prbb.org/events/signalling-oscillations-in-single-cells/564
http://portal.prbb.org/events/networks-of-proteins-and-diseases/492
http://portal.prbb.org/events/the-organization-of-heterochromatin-in-worm-development/278
http://portal.prbb.org/events/translational-control-of-cancer-and-autism/644
http://portal.prbb.org/events/an-abundance-of-rare-variants-as-a-major-feature-of-human-genetic-diversity/411
http://portal.prbb.org/events/new-roles-for-er-structure-and-dynamics-at-organelle-contact-sites/397
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27/09/13  ¶   

TARA OCEANS: A 60,000 miles expedition 

around the world to study plankton 

ecosystems 

European Molecular Biology Laboratory. 

Heidelberg, Germany 

Eric Karsenti 

Auditori PRBB  

 

30/09/13  ¶   

When the world was made of RNA 

Evolutionary Biology, Facultad de Ciencias, 

Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México. 

Mexico DF, Mexico 

Antonio Lazcano 

Sala Charles Darwin  

 

04/10/13  ¶   

Membrane protein biogenesis and quality 

control 

MRC Laboratory of Molecular Biology. 

Cambridge, UK 

Ramanujan Hegde 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

07/10/13  ¶   

Insights into deafness from new mouse 

mutants 

Wolfson Centre for Age-Related Diseases, 

King’s College London. London, UK 

Karen Steel 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

11/10/13  ¶   

Infectious cytosolic proteins 

German Center for Neurodegenerative 

Diseases. Bonn, Germany 

Ina Vorberg 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

14/10/13  ¶   

Decifering the insights of PARP-1 in 

metastasis 

Instituto de Parasitología y Biomedicina 

“López-Neyra”, CSIC. Granada, Spain 

Javier Oliver 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

18/10/13  ¶   

Plant-animal mutualistic networks: the 

architecture of biodiversity 

Integrative Ecology Group, Estación Biológica 

de Doñana, CSIC. Sevilla, Spain 

Jordi Bascompte 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

08/11/13  ¶   

Transcription 3D 

Department of Cell Biology, Erasmus MC. 

Rotterdam, The Netherlands 

Frank Grosveld 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

11/11/13  ¶   

Conservation and extinction genomics of 

Madagascar's lemurs: Anthropogenic 

effects 

Department of Biology, Eberly College of 

Science, Pennsylvania State University. 

University Park, USA 

George Perry 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

22/11/13  ¶   

Regulatory RNAs 

Systems Biology of Gene Regulatory 

Elements, Max Delbrück Center for Molecular 

Medicine. Berlin-Buch, Germany 

Nikolaus Rajewsky 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

25/11/13  ¶   

Harnessing genetic tendencies in cancer 

therapy 

The Institute of Cancer Research. London, UK 

Alan Ashworth 

Sala Marie Curie  

 

29/11/13  ¶   

How are chromosomes held together? 

Dep. of Biochemistry, Univ. of Oxford, UK 

Kim Nasmyth 

Auditori PRBB  

 

09/12/13  ¶   

What will happen to mortality as 

temperatures rise? 

Harvard School of Public Health. Boston, USA 

Joel Schwartz 

Sala Ramón y Cajal  

http://portal.prbb.org/events/tara-oceans-a-60-000-miles-expedition-around-the-world-to-study-plankton-ecosystems/500
http://portal.prbb.org/events/when-the-world-was-made-of-rna/404
http://portal.prbb.org/events/membrane-protein-biogenesis-and-quality-control/541
http://portal.prbb.org/events/insights-into-deafness-from-new-mouse-mutants/530
http://portal.prbb.org/events/infectious-cytosolic-proteins/619
http://portal.prbb.org/events/decifering-the-insights-of-parp-1-in-metastasis/660
http://portal.prbb.org/events/plant-animal-mutualistic-networks-the-architecture-of-biodiversity/389
http://portal.prbb.org/events/transcription-3d/452
http://portal.prbb.org/events/conservation-and-extinction-genomics-of-madagascar-s-lemurs-anthropogenic-effects/709
http://portal.prbb.org/events/regulatory-rnas/364
http://portal.prbb.org/events/harnessing-genetic-tendencies-in-cancer-therapy/520
http://portal.prbb.org/events/how-are-chromosomes-held-together/391
http://portal.prbb.org/events/what-will-happen-to-mortality-as-temperatures-rise/731


Annex 3: Demographic data of the PRBB (in Catalan) 
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Annex 4: Media Impact 2013 (in Catalan) 
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